
 
 
 

MAY 2020 MINUTES 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Andrew Kimmel at 7 PM.  The meeting was held 
using the ZOOM platform and is being recorded.  This recording will be available for the public to 
listen to and comment on until the minutes are adopted at the May 20 2020 meeting. 
 
The following individuals participated in the Board meeting: Directors present Jerry Longwell, 
Michelle Hickman, and Dennis Hawley; Associate Director Rocco Ali, Dave Rupert – District 
Manager, Holly Laird – Resource Conservationist – E&S, Maria Sorce – Resource 
Conservationist - Watershed, Cindy Vranka – Office Manager, Jessica Schaub – Resource 
Conservationist - NM / ACT,  and PACD Brenda Shambaugh. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT on AGENDA ITEMS – Future of Armstrong County Recycling Center was 
added to the agenda under the Other Business category.   
 
The Manager announced that the Board held an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters 
on April 22, 2020 at 9 AM with the County Commissioners. 
 
Jerry Longwell moved with Dennis Hawley seconding the approval of the April minutes as 
presented.  The motion was carried.  
 
The Treasurer’s report was presented to the Board of Directors. Denny Hawley moved with 
Jerry Longwell seconding the acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report with the approval of needed 
supplies in an amount of roughly $2,400 for Envirothon supplies and roughly $550 for computer 
upgrades for the E&S person. The motion was carried and the Treasurer’s Report will be filed 
for audit. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

 Jessica Schaub gave a report on the 2020 tree and seedling sale. She highlighted how 
the District staff was able to conduct a no contact distribution and maintain proper social 
distancing while packing of the trees and seedlings. The District sold out of all trees and 
seedlings. 

 

 The Manager presented a report on the lead and asbestos study performed on the 
former Armsdale Administration Building. The only asbestos found during the study was 
in the basement floor tile. Jerry Longwell moved with Michelle Hickman seconding that 
the District work cooperatively with the County Commissioners to remediate the 
asbestos found in the building and have the District engineer prepare the necessary bid 
documents to have the former Armsdale Administration Building razed in a timely 
fashion. The motion was carried. The Manager was also instructed by the Board to have 
the District solicitor work with the County solicitor to prepare the necessary promissory 
note or other agreement that would permit the District to receive a loan from the County 
for the razing of the former Armsdale administration building. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Jerry Longwell moved with Denny Hawley seconding that the District renew its Small Non-Coal 
Mining license with DEP so that the District could continue to work cooperatively with the DEP-
Bureau of Mining and Reclamation on projects in and around Armstrong County. The motion 
was carried. 
 
The Manager presented a draft of the Phase II reopening of the District offices as Armstrong 
County moved to the Yellow Phase. Discussion ensued about the Manager having flexibility to 
move staff hours around and keep the schedule fluid. Staff commented about their ability to 
work remotely and their desire and need to come to the office for their respective field work 
assignments. Jerry Longwell moved with Denny Hawley seconding the approval of the Phase II 
reopening plan as presented with the understanding that the Manager maintain flexibility with 
the staff now and in the future. The motion was carried.      
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Armstrong County Recycling Center – The Armstrong County Board of 
Commissioners met with the district Manager to discuss the future of the Recycling 
center in Armstrong County. The manager informed the Board of the desire of the 
County to keep countywide recycling in Armstrong County and wanted to discuss 
potential partnership opportunities with the district ni this effort. The Manager was 
instructed to keep the Board informed on these efforts. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 
 
AGENCY REPORTS – All agency and staff reports were emailed out to the Board. Board 
members commented that they were pleased to see that the staff maintained a high level of 
performance during the past several weeks. Brenda Shambaugh presented information regarding 
PACD and their services to the District.  
 
COOPERATOR AGREEMENTS - None 
 
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLANS - The E&S plans were reviewed and presented 
to the Board of Directors.  Jerry Longwell moved with Dennis Hawley seconding the approval of 
the E&S plans as their status indicates.  The motion was carried.  

Date Name Twp. Comments:  
Rev.  
By Status 

5/1/2020 
Cuddys Storage 

Units Cowanshannock 20-ES-8 HL filed for info 

5/4/2020 
Firwood Tract 
Impoundment South Bend 

PAG02000315005 
Renewal HL Pending 

5/4/2020 Leechburg Field Leechburg Boro 
incompleteness 

resubmittal HL Pending 

5/8/2020 
Manor Metals Waste 

Site Manor 20-ES-9 HL Approved  
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5/4/2020 

Srader Grove Road 
Waterline Ext. 

Project S. Buffalo PAC030025 HL Pending 

5/11/2020 
Cowansville Dollar 

General E. Franklin PAC030026 HL Pending 

5/11/2020 Marshall Fill Site Kiskiminetas 20-ES-10 HL Pending  
 

 
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS – None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – There was no additional public comment offered during this time.   
 
The Chairman announced that the next regular meeting of the Board of Directors would be held 
on June 17, 2020 at 7 PM.  It was the consensus of those present, that if possible, the meeting 
be held in person in the Conference Room at 120 South Grant Avenue.  The Chairman and the 
Manager will confer on or about June 10 to determine if an in person meeting is both warranted 
and possible. 
 
With no further business to come before the Board, Michelle Hickman moved with Jerry 
Longwell seconding the meeting be adjourned at 7:48 PM.   The motion was carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dave Rupert 
 

Dave Rupert 

District Manager for the  
Armstrong Conservation District 
 


